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Large areas consist of barren rock, or sand deserts, with salt
lakes in shallow depressions. In some parts there is a covering
of small bushes and saksauL The inhospitable nature of this
part of Kazakhstan has led it to be aptly named by the native
people the "hungry" or "accursed" steppe.
THE ALTAI AND NORTHERN TIAN SHAN MOUNTAINS
This region embraces the Hercynian folded mountain
system which borders Kazakhstan on the east. It includes the
valley of the upper Irtysh, the depression around Lake Zaisan*
and the Bukhtar valley. It stands in contrast to the rest of
the Kazakhstan by virtue of its warmer climate and the areas
of steppe in the wide Irtysh valley, which lies like an oasis,
full of life and colour, with fields of tobacco, melons, and
other crops. The mountains contain rich deposits of silver,
gold, zinc, lead, and copper, as well as such rare metals as
wolfram.
SOUTH-EASTERN KAZAKHSTAN
South-eastern Kazakhstan consists of a lowland composed
of Quaternary deposits at the southern end of the Bet-Pak-
Dala Plateau, and the sandy areas between the ridges of the
Tian Shan. Between the Central Tian Shan and the Western
Altai Ranges, intersected by the Aktag Altai, Targabat Altai,
and Alai Tau Ranges, lies the depression known as the
"Dztingar Gates," through which waves of Mongol nomads
made their way into the Turan Lowland and thence into
Eastern Europe in ancient times.
Between the mountain ranges run three routes into Sinkiang
(see pp. 49, 420). The first follows the upper Irtysh and Urunga
valleys, and along it runs a minor trail from Semipalatinsk.
The second follows the Sassik Kul Zaisan and other lakes,
forming the Dzungarian Strait, w~hile the third runs along the
Chuguchak valley, taking the road from Sergiupol, on the
Turksib Railway, to Twiha, the capital of Sinkiang.
A fourth route, outside the Dzungarian depression, runs
from Alma Ata over the mountains through Kulja to Wu-Su